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The prime purpose of this study was four-fold: 1) to clarify the characteristics 
and objectives of the Vocational High School Education in Korea; 2) to investigate 
the factors affecting vocational high school curriculum; 3) to explore the needs for 
remodeling the curriculum; and 4) to find the directions of curriculum remodeling.
For the purpose of this study, the related literatures were reviewed to investigate 
1) the characteristics and functions of the vocational high school education as 
secondary education, 2) the concepts and the types of vocational high school 
curriculum, 3) the internal and external factors that affect school curriculum. The 
intensive interview with high school teachers was also conducted to grasp the current 
operation of curriculum, and the survey technique was administered to 2,464 
major/general subject teachers to explore the remodeling directions of the 
curriculum. Furthermore, the seminar for 'Exploring the Remodeling Directions for 
Vocational High School Curriculum' was held with major themes including the 
characteristics and substantialities of vocational high school education, the 
internal/external factors and countermeasures affecting vocational high school 
curriculum, and the perceptions toward remodeling of curriculum.
Results 
1) The characteristics of vocational high school education can be defined as the 
secondary level of education through which people acquire life skills all citizens 
should have, basic vocational skills commonly applicable to job clusters, and 
vocational skills related to a specific job in accordance with personal aptitude 
and nature. Based on the above characteristics, the role of vocational high school 
education can be seen as to foster the basic vocational competencies adaptable 
to industrial changes and technological development and technique-skill 
oriented job performance competencies. Therefore, the objectives of vocational 
high school education are to cater for students' employability and provide the 
capabilities to enter higher or continuing education.
2) It is desirable that the structure of curriculum be competency based curriculum 
or module instruction. The integration and/or removal of faculties in vocational 
high school should be made in accordance with industrial changes.
3) For the development of basic learning skills among vocational high school 
students, the units of general subjects, including English, mathematics, and 
science, should be increased and the contents of those subjects should be related 
to actual social life and working life. The basic vocational competencies should 
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include such as those of communication, mathematical principles, problem 
solving, self-management and development, source utilization, human 
relations, information, technique, organizational understanding, etc. Those 
competencies should be strengthened considerably in major subjects as well 
as general subjects.
4) The flexibilities of autonomous operation of vocational high school curriculum 
should be secured at the level of individual schools. As for specialized 
vocational high schools, in consideration of continuity and universality of the 
job clusters, the focus would need to be on general education and basic 
vocational competencies at the freshmen level, the common job performance 
competencies at the junior level, and on the job performance competencies for 
a specific job at the senior level.
5) The job exploration area in the academic performance test at higher education 
would need to be composed of those related to basic vocational competencies.
6) For vitalization of vocational high school education, local governments and 
provincial offices of education should provide administrative and financial 
support and promote cooperative network among the institutes and authorities 
in human resources development should be established. Accepting the needs 
of those institutes, the vocational high school should organize and operate 
curriculum.
7) Consideration should be given to the integration and articulation between 
vocational high school education and vocational training.
8) It is desirable that the compulsory vocational qualification test is abolished 
at the vocational high school education level and, instead, the task-oriented 
qualification test is administered to the graduates with a certain period of 
related working experiences.
9) The vocational high school should be able to afford the sufficient and universal 
equipment and facilities for basic and common practices, while Work 
Experience and Area Vocational Training Centers can be utilized for students 
in job preparation.
10) The curriculum should be articulated from a Practical Art at the primary school 
level, Technology/Home Economics at the lower middle school level, and 
Technology/Home Economics and intensive elective subjects at the upper 
middle school level to major subjects at the vocational high school level and 
junior those of colleges and polytechnic universities.
11) The opportunities and programs of the in-service training for the vocational 
high school teachers should be expanded and experts in private firms should 
be utilized as instructers in the form of industry-school concurrent teachers 
and/or term teachers. 
